
Left	of	the	Bank	2018	
will	be	Friday	Evening,	October	5

FOSL will hold its 14th annual Le� of the Bank Magical Evening of Poetry and Music on Friday, October 
5, 2018, from 7:00 to 9:30 pm (doors will open at 6:30 PM).  

A�er listening to your feedback from the 2017 fundraiser, FOSL's Board of Directors decided to try out 
a loca�on change for 2018.  "Le� of the Bank 2018" will be:

· WHERE:  Relocated to the Shepherdstown Community Club (War Memorial Building), 
                     102 E German Street, Shepherdstown, WV.
· WHEN:  Friday, October 5, 2018, from 7:00 to 9:30 pm (doors will open at 6:30 PM)
· WHY CHANGE:  

o Ability to sell more �ckets (110 max. capacity vs. 80 max. capacity).  All proceeds go 
toward the Shepherdstown Public Library.

o Less crowded 
o Air condi�oned

· TICKETS:  $40 per person.  Visit or call the Shepherdstown Public Library at 304-876-2783.   

At FOSL's LOTB evening, guests will enjoy tantalizing appe�zers and delectable desserts, with a fine 
beer and wine selec�on. Doors open for refreshments at 6:30 pm, and the program starts at 7:00 pm. 
There will be fine poe�c talent, interspersed with the beau�ful music of Laura First and Don Oehser, all 
�ed together by our MC extraordinaire Ed Zahniser. Poets will be announced at a later date.  

As LOTB �ckets have sold out each year, hurry to the Shepherdstown Library to get yours now! 
Alterna�vely, you can order them from our web page (www.foslwv.org). If there are any �ckets 
remaining on the night of the event, you will be able to purchase them at the door.
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And	a	second	treat	is	on	the	way...

Benjamin 
Franklin

Revolutionary,	founding	father,	printer,	
scientist,	inventor,	journalist,	traveler,	

diplomat,	civic	leader,	natural	philosopher,	
humorist,	librarian,	organizer,	militia	member,	
international	celebrity	and	quintessential	

American	

will visit Shepherdstown 
through the artistry of 

Leon Alexander

October 16th at 
7:00 PM

O’Hurley’s General Store
205 E. Washington St

Admission is free

This presentation is cosponsored by Friends of Shepherdstown Library (www.foslwv.org) 
and the History Alive! program of the West Virginia Humanities Council

So what’s been happening...
We	had	another	wonderful	summer	in	the	Children's	Department.	The	theme	for	our	summer	

reading	program	was	“Libraries	Rock!”	We	had	nearly	350	kids	sign	up	to	participate;	each	week,	they	

brought	their	reading	logs	back	to	the	library	and	received	a	small	prize	for	reading.	It's	that	simple!	At	

the	end	of	the	summer,	participants	brought	in	their	completed	logs	and	received	a	coupon	book	�illed	

with	options	to	receive	free	goodies	and	discounts	from	many	local	businesses	in	Shepherdstown.	

We also offered plenty of activities to keep the kids (and parents) busy this summer. Arts and 

crafts activities included painting rocks—be on the lookout, you might find a few hidden around 



town—and a great theatre production by

a group of enthusiastic young patrons. Our Y/A 

patrons also had a fun time learning how to draw

and write text for their own original comics with help

from local artist Danielle Corsetto. Finally, Tony M. 

once again brought his rockin' kids tunes. Kids and

parents alike got up and danced!

 STEM activities were also fully represented 

this summer. Regular LEGO clubs were a favorite for 

patrons of all ages; lookout for more building sessions 

this autumn. Rockets 

blasted off, as kids got 

a chance to craft original machines. The Maryland Science Center 

brought their traveling exhibit, “Sounds of Silence,” which featured 

six hands-on stations where young participants learned about 

sound waves, music, amplification, and more. Finally Critters and 

Conservation brought their live animal show to a packed house. 

After learning facts and interesting tidbits about the creatures, kids 

got to hold a few—if they dared!

 Our final note this month is of an ending and a new beginning. 

Our head children's librarian, Christy Hagerty tendered her 

resignation in late July. We were sad to see Christy go but 

incredibly pleased to welcome Tara Carlisle as our new lead 

children's librarian. Tara recently moved to the area from Cape May, New Jersey, where she 

worked in their children's and young adult departments. Please stop by the library soon and 

welcome Tara to our community and our library!

Kids perform in our “Act it Out” program.

Getting up close with 
“Critters and Conservation

Tara and her family recently moved to the Shepherdstown area from 
Cape May, New Jersey where she worked as a Children's Librarian for 
the Cape May County Library System at their Lower Township and 
Court House branches.  Tara has completed her coursework with 
Indiana University-Purdue University in Indianapolis for her Master's in 
Library Science, specializing in Youth Services.  She acquired her 
undergraduate degree in Humanities from Washington State 
University with concentrations in History and English.

Tara's husband Jason retired from the Coast Guard after 22 years of 
service and now works at the VA Medical Center in Martinsburg.  Tara 
and Jason have three daughters, Maia, Sabyn, and Lilah.

Says Tara, “I have worked with children in both professional and 
volunteer capacities over the past 20 years.  I look forward to meeting 
everyone and to serving the needs of the Shepherdstown community 
as their Children's Librarian.”



“Heartfelt	Thanks	from	the	Shepherdstown	Public	Library”

	 The	staff	of	the	Shepherdstown	Library	would	like	to	thank	the	following	individuals	

who	helped	to	make	our	“Libraries	Rock!”	Summer	Reading	Program	a	success:	Kaelynn	

Back,	Sarah	Barz,	Amy	Brown,	Sandy	D'Onofrio,	Nathan	Gageby,	Sadie	Hagerty,	Jane	Levitan,	

Lex	and	Pam	Miller,	Regan	Parker,	Suzie	Patrick,	Jackson	and	Spencer	Pentony,	Addison	

Reese,	Logue	Schriever,	Michaela	Siegel,	Alexandra	Steuer,	and	Maya	Sturm.	Thanks	for	

donating	your	time	to	help	with	our	Summer	Program!

	 And	thanks	very	much	to	these	businesses	and	organizations	that	so	generously	

provided	prizes	or	prize	coupons	to	each	of	the	children	who	completed	a	reading	log:	Blue	

Moon	Café,	Chick-Fil-A	of	Ranson,	Community	Garden	Market,	Creative	Procrastinations	&	

Whimsical	Necessities,	Four	Seasons	Books,	Grapes	&	Grains	Gourmet,	The	Green	Pineapple,	

Lellybelle	Café,	Mountaineer	Popcorn,	On	the	Wings	of	Dreams,	Peterson	Enterprises	(Dairy	

Queen),	the	Shepherdstown	Sweet	Shop	Bakery,	Up	On	The	Hill,	and	the	Village	Florist.	

	 Without	the	following	we	would	not	have	been	able	to	present	and	publicize	the	

programs	we	scheduled:	The	Shepherdstown	Chronicle,	the	Shepherdstown	Community	

Club,	the	Shepherdstown	Visitors	Center,	The	Spirit	of	Jefferson,	and	the	WV	Observer.

	 We	appreciate	the	talents	of	the	folks	who	educated	and	entertained	hundreds	of	

children	and	adults	during	our	free	events:	Critters	and	Conservation,	artist	Danielle	

Corsetto,	musician	Tony	Martirano,	and	the	Maryland	Science	Center.

As	always,	very	special	thanks	are	due	to	FOSL,	Friends	of	the	Shepherdstown	

Library,	for	funding	our	Summer	Program	events	and	enabling	us	to	offer	stickers,	

bookmarks,	and	small	prizes	as	reading	incentives.

Sincerely,

Christy	Hagerty	and	Anne	Eden

Shepherdstown	Library's	Children's	Department

(304)	876-2783

splchild@martin.lib.wv.us

mailto:splchild@martin.lib.wv.us


September	at	the	Shepherdstown	Library
by	Anne	Eden

Sept.	1	through	Sept.	25:	Interested	in	attending	lunch	at	the	Bavarian	Inn	with	Appalachian	Heritage	
Writer-in	Residence	Karen	Spears	Zacharias?	Here's	how:	by	September	25,	join	the	Shepherdstown	
Library's	Giving	Circle,	a	group	of	people	who	have	pledged	the	equivalent	of	one	meal	per	month	for	
the	Library's	“Nourishing	Literacy”	program.	Members	of	our	Giving	Circle	(whose	monthly	donations	
are	tax-deductible)	will	have	lunch	with	the	writer	on	Wednesday,	September	26	at	12:30	p.m.	Seating	
is	limited;	for	details,	call	the	Library	at	(304)	876-2783.

September	is	“Library	Card	Sign-Up	Month,”	so	we	hope	to	see	kids	�ive	and	older	who	don't	yet	have	a	
library	card.	September	book	displays	in	the	Children's	Department	will	include	the	themes	of	back	to	
school,	Labor	Day,	and	autumn.	“Banned	Books	Week”	is	September	23	through	29.	Since	“banning	
books	silences	stories,”	we	support	the	freedom	to	seek	and	express	ideas,	even	those	considered	
unpopular	or	unorthodox.

Support	fundraising	for	our	new	library:	the	Library's	Adult	Department	is	selling	“Building	for	the	
Future”	baseball	caps	for	$20.00:	your	choice,	black	or	beige.
	
Mon.,	Sept.	3:	The	Shepherdstown	Library	will	be	closed	September	3	to	observe	Labor	Day.

Tues.	and	Wed.,	Sept.	11	and	12:	The	Library's	popular	children's	programs	will	resume	in	September	
and	continue	through	December	5;	no	registration	is	required.	“Lap	Babies”	for	children	birth	through	
18	months	will	be	on	Tuesdays	from	10:15	to	11	a.m.	beginning	September	11.	“Time	for	Twos”	(19	
months	to	3	years)	will	meet	from	11:15	to	noon	on	Tuesdays	starting	September	11.	The	“Three	to	
Five	Year	Olds”	program	will	be	Wednesdays	from	11:15	to	noon	beginning	September	12.		For	more	
information	call	(304)	876-2783,	email	 	or	visit	the	Library	at	100	E.	German	splchild@martin.lib.wv.us
Street.

Sat.,	Sept.	15:	A	LEGO	Club	for	ages	four	and	older	will	meet	in	the	Shepherdstown	Library's	Children's	
Department	(100	E.	German	St.)	at	11	a.m.	on	Saturday,	September	15.	No	registration	is	needed.	For	
details,	call	the	Library	at	(304)	876-2783,	or	email	 .splchild@martin.lib.wv.us

Sat.,	Sept.	21:	The	Shepherdstown	Library	will	host	a	“Golf	Scramble”	fundraising	tournament	on	
Saturday,	September	21	at	12:30	p.m.	at	the	Club	at	Cress	Creek,	(with	check-in	at	11	a.m.,	and	Friday,	
October	12	as	the	rain	date).	To	register	or	become	a	sponsor,	call	or	visit	the	Library	(304)	876-2783;	
100	E.	German	Street),	or	go	to	the	Library's	home	page	at	 .www.lib.shepherdstown.wv.us

Sat.,	Sept.	22:	Kids:	the	last	day	to	receive	a	packet	of	prizes	(from	generous	local	businesses)	for	
completing	your	summer	reading	log	is	Saturday,	September	22.	For	more	information,	visit	the	
Children's	Department	at	100	E.	German	St.,	email	 ,	or	call	the	Library	at	splchild@martin.lib.wv.us
(304)	876-2783.

And	coming	up...

mailto:splchild@martin.lib.wv.us
mailto:splchild@martin.lib.wv.us
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Wed.,	Sept.	26:	The	Board	of	the	Shepherdstown	Library	will	meet	on	Wednesday,	September	26	starting	
at	7	p.m.	in	the	Library	(100	E.	German	St.).	This	meeting	is	open	to	the	public.

Thurs.,	Sept.	27:	A	LEGO	Club	for	ages	four	and	older	will	meet	in	the	Shepherdstown	Library's	
Children's	Department	(100	E.	German	St.)	at	4:30	p.m.	on	Thursday,	September	27.	No	registration	is	
needed.	For	details,	call	the	Library	at	(304)	876-2783,	or	email	 .splchild@martin.lib.wv.us

Fri.,	Sept.	28:	The	FOSL	Book	Club	will	meet	in	the	Shepherdstown	Library	(100	E.	German	St.)	at	5	p.m.	
on	Friday,	September	28	to	discuss	The	Brief	Wondrous	Life	of	Oscar	Wao,	a	Pulitzer	Prize-winning	novel	
by	Junot	Diaz.

Sat.,	Sept.	29:	Children	ages	�ive	and	older	are	encouraged	to	visit	the	Shepherdstown	Library's	
Children's	Department	at	11	a.m.	on	Saturday,	September	29	for	a	nature-themed	story	time	and	craft	
presented	by	our	new	Children's	Librarian	Tara	Carlisle.	Story	time	participants	will	be	invited	to	attend	a	
free	screening	of	the	�ilm	Backyard	Wilderness	at	NCTC	on	Saturday,	October	13	at	10	a.m.	Call	the	Library	
at	(304)	876-2783,	email	 or	go	to		splchild@martin.lib.wv.us,	 http://conservation�ilmfest.org/backyard-
wilderness/	for	more	information.

NEW	BOOKS	AT	THE	LIBRARY

The	Shepherdstown	Public	Library	has	ordered	
some	more	new	books.	Some	of	those	listed	here	
may	not	have	arrived	yet.	We	are	not	always	able	
to	include	all	the	new	books,	so	be	sure	and	
check	out	the	New	Book	Cart	in	the	Library.

Fiction	titles	are	listed	�irst,	followed	by	non-
�iction.	Titles	in	both	categories	are	listed	
alphabetically	except	when	two	books	by	the	
same	author	are	placed	together.

FICTION

Confessions	of	a	Fox,	by	Jordy	Rosenberg.	
Entertainment	Weekly	calls	this	“An	ambitious,	
thought-provoking	novel	[that]	explores	
everything	from	gender	identity	to	mass	
incarceration,	moves	between	centuries	and	even	
features	footnotes….You'll	�ind	yourself	
immersed."

The	Court	Dancer,	by	Kyung-Sook	Shin	and	Anton	
Hur	(trans).	Set	in	the	�inal	years	of	the	Korean	
Dynasty,	this	novel	combines	fact	and	�iction	to	

portray	the	fading	imperial	court	and	dancer	Yi	
Jin,	who	became	a	favorite	of	the	empress	and	
star	of	the	court.	Hers	is	a	luminous	story.

Fruit	of	the	Drunken	Tree,	by	Irene	Rojas	
Contreras.	This	intense	novel	captures	the	
con�lict	and	horror	of	Colombia	at	the	height	of	
the	drug	wars,	seen	through	the	stories	of	two	
young	girls.	One	is	a	privileged	9-year-old,	the	
other	her	13-year-old	servant	from	drug-ridden	
slums.	The	girls	develop	a	friendship,	but	
ultimately	are	faced	with	some	terrible	choices.

Inappropriation,	by	Lexi	Freiman.	A	student	at	a	
prestigious	Australian	girls'	school	�inds	herself	
on	a	funny	and	tortuous	path	to	adulthood.	Acute	
literary	satire	that	looks	at	the	intersections	of	
gender,	sexual	politics,	race,	and	technology,	this	
coming-of-age	story	is	a	rollercoaster	ride.

The	Incendiaries	by	R.	O.	Kwon.	Two	young	
people	dealing	,with	inner	turmoil	meet	at	a	
prestigious	university	and	�ind	themselves	
involved	with	people	and	situations	that	create	
more	tension	and	turmoil.	NPR	calls	it	a	
"poignant	and	powerful	look	at	the	millennial	
mindset."

annotated	by	Vicki	Smith

mailto:splchild@martin.lib.wv.us
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The	Liar's	Girl,	by	Catherine	Ryan	Howard.	
Both	reviewers	and	lay	readers	loved	this	
highly	suspenseful	novel	about	a	young	woman	
whose	college	boyfriend	admits	to	being	a	
serial	killer.	After	he	has	been	in	an	Irish	
mental	hospital	for	10	years,	the	murders	start	
again,	the	police	consult	with	him,	and	he	will	
only	talk	to	the	former	girlfriend.	A	page	
turner.

The	Money	Shot,	by	Stuart	Woods	and	Parnell	
Hall.	The	latest	in	Woods'	Teddy	Fay	series	
(and	it	also	features	Stone	Barrington,	if	you're	
a	fan)	features	Teddy	in	a	new	disguise.	He's	
Mark	Weldon,	a	stuntman	and	actor,	in	a	good	
position	to	investigate	the	villains	in	this	good	
summer	read.

Our	House,	by	Louise	Candlish.	A	woman	
arrives	home	to	�ind	someone	else's	family	
moving	into	her	house.	This	thriller	is	much	
praised	by	reviewers	for	its	absorbing	plot,	
compelling	characters	and	shocking	ending.

The Shape of Water, by Andrea Camilleri and 
Stephen Sartarelli (trans). 
Voice of the Violin, by Andrea Camilleri and 
Stephen Sartarelli (trans).
The first and fourth in the series featuring 
Inspector Montalbano and Sicily, these mysteries 
have a strong sense of place and great wit. The 
Washington Post says: “Camilleri is as crafty and 
charming a writer as his protagonist is an 
investigator.”

Small Country, by Gael Faye. In this somewhat 
autobiographical novel, a 10-year-old boy 
growing up in Burundi in the 1990's experiences 
the delights of an idyllic early childhood 
juxtaposed with horrific civil war. It is a personal 
and evocative portrait of what it means to lose 
freedom, innocence and country.

Surprise Me, by Sophie Kinsella. Their satisfying 
marriage at the 10-year mark, a couple decides to 
add surprises to their relationship to keep things 
fresh for the next 68 years. Somehow in the 
process, they find out that many things they 
thought they understood about each other are not 
true. It's a funny and entertaining book with 

considerably more substance than might be 
expected.

Tailspin, by Sandra Brown. Suspense and 
romance abound in this thriller by a long-time 
best-selling author.

The Washington Decree, by Jussi Adler-Olsen and 
Steve Schein (trans). Danish crime writer Adler-
Olsen offers up more of his trademark terrifying 
suspense in this novel about a U.S. president with 
high ideals who is ruthlessly willing to revoke 
constitutional rights in order to realize those 
ideals. Chaos and dissension ensue. Five of his 
longest-serving supporters find themselves caught 
up in the turmoil. 

NON-FICTION

Autumn in Venice: Ernest Hemingway and His 
Last Muse, by Andrea Di Robilant. The author 
tells the story of Hemingway's last productive 
years, using new sources and unpublished 
materials. Approaching age 50, Hemingway met 
an 18-year-old Venetian woman, with whom he 
fell in love. He had written nothing for a decade, 
but soon produced a new book with her as the 
model.

The Death of Democracy: Hitler's Rise to Power 
and the Downfall of the Weimar Republic, by 
Benjamin Carter Hett. This compelling and well-
researched study of how the Nazi Party came to 
power and how the Weimar Republic let it happen 
gives a sense of the fragility of democracy and its 
institutions then and now.

Eager: The Surprising, Secret Life of Beavers and 
Why They Matter, by .  Ben Goldfarb
Environmental journalist Goldfarb makes the case 
for beavers as a key species in our ecosystem. 
Before trappers decimated the beaver population, 
the American landscape looked quite different. 
The book introduces a group of environmentalists 
who are trying to restore the balance.

Milk! A 10,000-Year Food Fracas, by Mark 
Kurlansky. The author of Cod and Salt brings his 
research and writing skills to the cultural, 
economic and culinary story of milk. Beginning 
with the earliest domestication of animals and 
ending with the current arguments over industrial 
farming, animal rights, GMO's and more, 

https://www.amazon.com/Ben-Goldfarb/e/B07B4KF5R2/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


Kurlansky provides a rich history, some great 
stories, and some interesting recipes.

Pogrom: Kishinev and the Tilt of History, by 
Steven Zipperstein. Stanford University professor 
Zipperstein provides a well-researched account of 
the anti-Jewish violence in the late Czarist Russian 
town of Kishinev in 1903. The horror there is 
described as the beginning of what became the 
holocaust and a defining event in modern Jewish 
history. 

The Secret Token: Myth, Obsession, and the Search 
for the Lost Colony of Roanoke, by Andrew 
Lawler. The mystery of the fate of the Lost Colony 
has fascinated people for 400 years. When 
journalist Lawler realized from a chance encounter 
that solving it was possible, he immersed himself in 
all the competing efforts to reach a resolution. He 
offers an authoritative account, not only of the Lost 
Colony, but of those searching for the secret that 
has absorbed so many for so long.

Sugar: The World Corrupted from Slavery to 
Obesity, by James Walvin. This engagingly written 
treatise explores the history of sugar, once a 
precious commodity only available to the wealthy 
and powerful and now a relatively cheap and 
readily available enticement for all. It closely 
examines the impact of slavery on that 
transformation and the impact of the sugar trade on 
slavery. Finally, it looks at the role of sugar today 
as a pariah in the obesity dilemma.

Tailspin: The People and Forces Behind America's 
Fifty-Year Fall—and Those Fighting to Reverse It, 
by Steven Brill. Bob Woodward says of this book: 
“A penetrating and personal examination of why 
the United States is in the midst of a nervous 
breakdown. But with his fantastically reported 
story, Brill also shows how—and who—might 
restore some common sense and equilibrium.” 

             www.foslwv.org 
                     
where you can renew your membership, 
find copies of two years’ worth of 
newsletters, details of upcoming events, 
buy tickets, and an easy way to get in 
touch in case you	have	a	question.		

 
 

Golfers	-		its	time	again	to	drive,	chip	and	putt	in	

support	of	the	Library's	“Home	Stretch”.				

On	 ,	the	second	annual	Library	Golf		Friday,	Sept	21

Scramble	will	take	place	at	The	Club	at	Cress	Creek.			

Last	year's	inaugural	event	was	a	big	success,	thanks	

in	large	part	to	FOSL,	and	we're	anticipating	another	

great	event	this	time	around.			

Registration	forms	-	for	teams	or	individuals	-	are	

available	at	the	library,	or	downloaded	from	

www.lib.shepherdstown.wv.us.			Registration	and	

lunch	begin	at	11,	with	the	golf	starting	at	12:30	for	

all	players.		There	will	be	lunch,	dinner,	contests	and	

fun	for	all	participants,	so	please	round	up	a	

foursome,	register	and	plan	to	come	out	and	play.	

For	those	who	may	not	be	golfers,	but	who	would	like	

to	help	support	the	event,	there	are	sponsorships	of	

different	kinds	available,	and	we'll	also	be	needing	

volunteers	once	again	on	the	day	of	the	event.			Please	

contact	Lee	Ann	Warner	at	901-227-1965,	

or	event	organizer	Marty	Amerikaner	

( ;	304-617-4445)	amerikan@marshall.edu

for	more	information.		

http://www.lib.shepherdstown.wv.us
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