
December
2018

I want to wish Holiday Gree�ngs and Blessings to all FOSL Members and their families.  
Also, thanks to all for your support of FOSL during 2018.

Le� of the Bank 2018
Le� of the Bank was held in October this year.  A�er many years of holding LOTB at the 
home of Carlos and Liz, the FOSL Board decided to try out a different loca�on (the War 
Memorial Building) for 2018.  Unfortunately, our LOTB date conflicted with a Film Society 
Event.  Whichever the cause, a�endance was less than usual and the LOTB 2018 net profit 
was $2,438 (over $1,000 less than the previous three-year average).  The Board voted to 
dedicate the $2,438 net profit toward the Shepherdstown Public Library Capital Campaign.  
Thank you to those who a�ended LOTB 2018.

Rumsey Radio Hour 2019 Has Been Postponed Un�l September, 2019
Fans of Rumsey Radio Hour, like me, have been anxious to know the date of our 2019 
performance.  I am sorry to announce that instead of the usual January performance 
dates, RRH 2019 must be postponed un�l September 2019.

The postponement was necessary because: (1) The Marinoff Theater was only available 
one weekend during January 2019 and (2)  the Rumsey Radio Hour Players were not 
available on that one weekend during January.  Comparing schedules, everyone decided 
that September 2019 was the next best compromise date.

Larry Blash, President
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December 2018 at the Shepherdstown Library

Sat., Dec. 1: Families, we hope you will par�cipate in the town's annual Christmas parade 
on Saturday, December 1: Shepherdstown Library supporters are asked to meet Miss Tara 
the Children's Librarian on North Church Street at 9:45 a.m. Feel free to dress in fes�ve 
clothes and decorate your strollers, wagons, and bikes!

Dec. 1 through Dec. 20: FOSL members, please consider suppor�ng the Shepherdstown 
Library's New Library Project by buying a raffle �cket (for your chance to win a 20-year-old 
bo�le of bourbon) at Shepherdstown Liquors (202 E. Washington St.) where the winning 
�cket will be drawn on December 20. Must be 21 or older to buy a �cket…

Dec. 1 through Dec. 22: Children's books in celebra�on of the Sols�ce, Hanukkah, Christmas 
and Kwanzaa will be on display in the Library through Saturday, December 22.Borrow an 
armload of books and read aloud to your loved ones!

The Library's popular children's programs con�nue weekly through December 5 and resume 
on January 15; no registra�on is required. “Lap Babies” for children birth through 18 
months is on Tuesday, December 4 from 10:15 to 11 a.m. “Time for Twos” (19 months to 3 
years) meets from 11:15 to noon on Tuesday, December 4.  The “Three to Fives” program is 
Wednesday, December 5 from 11:15 to noon.  For more informa�on call (304) 876-2783, 
email  or visit the Library at 100 E. German Street.splchild@mar�n.lib.wv.us

Sat., Dec. 8: A LEGO Club for ages four and older will meet in the Shepherdstown Library's 
Children's Department at 11 a.m. on Saturday, December 8. No registra�on is needed. For 
details, call the Library or email .splchild@mar�n.lib.wv.us

Wed., Dec. 12: The Board of the Shepherdstown Library will meet on Wednesday, 
December 12 star�ng at 7 p.m. in the Library. This mee�ng is open to the public.

Sat., Dec. 15: On Saturday, December 15 from 2 to 3:30 there will be a Victorian Christmas 
party with seasonal food and drink, plus a discussion of the novel Li�le Women led by three 
Shepherd professors (Drs. Broomall, Hanrahan, and Messenger) in the War Memorial 
Building (102 E. German St.). Please bring a new or gently-used book for a book exchange, 
and support the Shepherdstown Library by calling (304) 876-2783 or visi�ng the Library at 
100 E. German St. to buy your �cket.

Thurs., Dec. 20: A LEGO Club for ages four and older will meet in the Shepherdstown 
Library's Children's Department at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 20. No registra�on is 
needed. For details, call the Library or email .splchild@mar�n.lib.wv.us

Sat., Dec. 22: Ages three and older are encouraged to join Miss Tara in your pajamas and 
bring along your favorite stuffed animal to listen to stories and sing songs about winter. Visit 
the Shepherdstown Library's Children's Department at 11 a.m. on Saturday, December 22 
for “Winter Wonderland.” Email  or call the Library for details. No splchild@mar�n.lib.wv.us
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registra�on is needed.

Holiday hours: The Shepherdstown Library will be open regular hours (10 to 3) on Saturday, 
 th thDecember 22and then will be closed the 24  and 25 .  From Wednesday, December 26 

through Saturday, December 29 we will be open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily, during which we 
will be offering amnesty for your prior overdue fines, if you call us at (304) 876-2783, or 
visit during open hours. The Library will be closed on December 31and January 1, and then 
will resume regular hours on Wednesday, January 2. No fines will be charged for overdue 
items returned from December 23 through January 1!

The FOSL Book Club will not meet in the Shepherdstown Library in December.

As this year fades into history, it is good to remember and 

thank all of  you who have supported Friends of 

Shepherdstown Public Library.  That is how we have been 

able to contribute to its services to the community.  

For years we have sought a solution to its development 

from a lovely, quaint building to  one that reects the 

growth of the community in a world offering so many new 

and different media of communication.  That quest is 

about to be fullled. A modern, spacious Library, with 

parking, will join all  that Shepherdstown already offers 

to everyone fortunate enough to live in this County.

Of course OUR new library will need all of us to continue 

our support.  Please renew your membership as soon as 

possible.  Thanks again and Happy New Year!
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NEW BOOKS AT THE LIBRARY
FALL 2018

The Shepherdstown Public Library has ordered some more new books. Some of those listed here may 
not have arrived yet. We are not always able to include all the new books, so be sure and check out the 
New Book Cart in the Library.

Fic�on �tles are listed first, followed by non-fic�on. Titles in both categories are listed alphabe�cally 
except when two books by the same author are placed together.

FICTION

99 Ways to Die, by Ed Lin. The third in the Taipei Night Market Series, 
this mystery combines a wonderful sense of contemporary Taiwan with 
whimsy, a plot full of twists, and some very effec�ve dark and shady 
characters.

All the Lives We Never Lived, by Anuradha Roy. Set in both World War II 
and present-day India, this tale of a young man searching for the true 
story of the mother who abandoned him is moving and poignant. Roy 
seamlessly s�tches together changes in place, �me and knowledge. She 
masterfully blends the personal and the universal. 

Bi�er Orange, by Claire Fuller. As Frances lies dying, she remembers the 
summer of 1969 at Lyntons, a decaying old country house. A�er the 
death of her invalid mother, she took a job at the Lyntons  and entered 
a new life with a glamorous couple also resident there. Like the bi�er 
orange, no one in this story was exactly what they seemed.

The Blood Strand
The Killing Bay
The Fire Pit
All by Chris Ould. The books in this trilogy, set in the remote Faroe Islands, are absorbingly dark 
Scandinavian mysteries, though slightly less grim than the usual. They feature Faroese-born Jan Reyna, 
brought up in the U.K. He has become a Bri�sh detec�ve, but has been suspended. He returns to the 
Faroes to probe his family roots and a suspicious death. Working with Faroese detec�ve Hjal� Hentze, 
he begins to understand more about the Faroes and his own dark past. The Faroes, located in the North 
Atlan�c between Norway and Iceland, have their own unique culture and atmosphere, which permeate 
the books.

The Count of Nine, by Erle Stanley Gardner. The author of the Perry Mason series also wrote a series 
featuring Bertha Cool and Donald Lam. This re-issue will remind readers of the roots of the hard-boiled 
detec�ve story genre, complete with innumerable twists and turns, a brash pair of detec�ves and 
snappy dialogue.

Cross Her Heart, by Sarah Pinborough. Pinborough's readers will not guess in the first chapter of this 
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book where the story will end. It is far too circuitous. It is a fast paced thriller, with well-drawn 
characters, high stakes and mul�ple viewpoints adroitly juggled. 

The Darkness, by Ragnar Jonasson. This atmospheric tale, set in the author's na�ve Iceland, takes a 
re�ring Reykjavik woman detec�ve into dangerous territory. She is inves�ga�ng her last case and ends 
up pu�ng her life on the line. The grim story touches on issues of immigra�on and vigilante jus�ce. An 
interes�ng aside: the author, who is an a�orney, translated 14 of Agatha Chris�e's mysteries into 
Icelandic before venturing into wri�ng his own.

Immigrant, Montana, by Amitava Kumar. Much more than a coming-of-age novel, this tale of a young 
Indian man making his way through life and love in the United States is moving, de�ly wri�en and 
funny.

The Kinship of Secrets, by Eugenia Kim. Kim's parents 
came to the U.S. from Korea before she was born, 
intending to stay for a few years. They le� a daughter 
with rela�ves. Because of the Korean War, they were 
not reunited �ll she was 11, having had an en�rely 
different upbringing from Kim and her other American-
born siblings. This novel was inspired by that story and 
other stories of the impacts of that war on many 
families.

Snakehunter, by Chuck Kinder. Wri�en in the 1970's, 
this book was reissued in the 1990's. It is the story of a 
boy finding himself in his mother's hometown in West 
Virginia a�er the death of his father. Interes�ng 
characters abound. Sco� Turow said of this work: "It is 
a beau�fully achieved novel, evoked in crystal-bright 

incidents which bend neither to sen�ment nor easy bi�erness." (See Last Mountain Dancer under Non-
Fic�on.)

Under My Skin, by Lisa Unger. The Washington Post says: “For a story that is steeped in grief and 
darkness, Unger's steady hand keeps hope shining throughout, so it's not difficult to enjoy this 
cap�va�ng thriller.”

NON-FICTION

All You Can Ever Know, by Nicole Chung. Chung's Korean parents placed her for adop�on immediately 
a�er her premature birth. She was brought up by white parents in rural Oregon. As a young woman, 
she began to find her iden�ty as an Asian American and decided to search for her roots. Reviewers 
have called this memoir powerful and heartbreaking. It made innumerable must-read lists this fall.

Appalachia North, by Ma�hew Ferrence. The author takes a look at Appalachia north of the Mason-
Dixon Line, characterized as where Appalachia meets the Rust Belt. It's a different approach to the area 
usually seen as mostly southern in culture. Also, it combines a very personal story with and explora�on 
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of the impact of geology on place and culture.

Appalachian Reckoning: A Region Responds to Hillbilly Elegy, by Anthony Harkins and Meredith 
McCarroll (editors). Through essays and other crea�ve wri�ng by mul�ple authors, this book provides a 
nuanced and varied view of the people of Appalachia.

The Coddling of the American Mind: How Good Inten�ons and Bad Ideas Are Se�ng Up a Genera�on 
for Failure, by Greg Lukianoff and Jonathan Haidt. A reviewer from the New York Times Book Review 
says "Lukianoff and Haidt no�ce something unprecedented and frightening… The consequences of a 
genera�on unable or disinclined to engage with ideas that make them uncomfortable are dire for 
society, and open the door – accessible from both the le� and the right – to various forms of 
authoritarianism.”

Crashed: How a Decade of Financial Crises Changed the World, by Adam Tooze. Economic historian 
Tooze has provided what some reviewers describe as the authorita�ve account of the crash of 2008 and 
the 10 years that followed. This masterful and readable 
narra�ve demonstrates the complexity and 
interconnectedness of the world's economic systems, 
especially those of the U.S. and Europe. 

Daemon Voices, by Philip Pullman. Best-selling fantasy 
writer Pullman illuminates his own path to becoming a 
story teller: "These essays cast a spell. . . To read them 
is to be invigorated by the company of a joyfully wide-
ranging, endlessly curious and imagina�ve mind. . . a 
deligh�ul jaunt."—The New York Times Book Review.

Did You Just Eat That?: Two Scien�sts Explore Double-
Dipping, the Five-Second Rule, and other Food Myths 
in the Lab, by Paul Dawson and Brian Sheldon. Two 
food scien�sts answer all those ques�ons—or respond 
to all those myths—about food safety with research 
and fact-based analysis. It's an entertaining and informa�ve book.

Everyday Dorie: The Way I Cook, by Dorie Greenspan. Award-winning cookbook author Greenspan 
demonstrates her characteris�c joy and humor in cooking. Her recipes are prac�cal and appropriate for 
home cooks, but she adds a li�le extra and surprising touch to each one.

The Fi�h Risk, by Michael Lewis. Best-selling author Lewis provides a detailed descrip�on of what has 
happened within the Federal bureaucracy since the Trump Administra�on came to office. He is praised 
by reviewers for his ability to take complex and apparently uninteres�ng topics and turn them into a 
compelling narra�ve.

Human Errors: A Panorama of Our Glitches, from Pointless Bones to Broken Genes, by Nathan H. Lents. 
Biology professor Nathan Lents takes a very funny look at all the "mistakes" that go together to make 
the human body. The flaws contribute, surprisingly, to our ul�mate success.
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Last Mountain Dancer: Hard-Earned Lessons in Love, Loss, and Honky-Tonk Outlaw Life, by Chuck 
Kinder. Kinder, a teacher of wri�ng at the University of Pi�sburgh, takes a sabba�cal in his home state 
of West Virginia. In the process, he tries enthusias�cally to reconnect with his past and fully live a 
hillbilly life. It's an entertaining book, full of outlandish behavior, and excellent prose. (See Snakehunter 
under Fic�on.)

Tigerland: 1968-1969: A City Divided, a Na�on Torn Apart, and a Magical Season of Healing, by Wil 
Haygood. This is the tale of a baseball team and a basketball team from an inner city Columbus, Ohio 
neighborhood and their improbable and inspira�onal achievements. Told through the stories of 
individual students and coaches in the midst of racial turmoil and local and na�onal conflict, it is 
vibrant, exci�ng and electric with tension.

this is a special treat.

Anne Post, was the first 

president of FOSL. She is a 

most dedicated and talented 

photographer and a�er I saw 

this shot on Facebook she 

graciously agreedt to let me 

share it with our members.  

So enjoy her Bluebirds in a 

Snowstorm.
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          Date___________________

Name: (1)_______________________________Name: (2)______________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________
 
 e-mails for newsletter: (1) _________________________________________
         
    (2) _________________________________________
                                                      

Membership Level
               

o  Nobel level: $150 and up    

o  Pulitzer level: $100 to $149 

o      PEN/Faulkner Level: $50 to $99

o      Hugo Level: $15 to $49 

o  Newbery Level: $10 (student rate)

Help at FOSL events

FOSL sponsors a number of fundraising and literary events throughout the year. Volunteers 
are needed at all of them for a variety of tasks.

¨ DONATE SPECIFIC SKILLS – Whether it's computers or graphics or something else, whatever 

the skill, let us know if you are willing to lend it to help FOSL

¨ PROVIDE BAKED GOODS OR REFRESHMENTS for FOSL events

¨ LIBRARY VOLUNTEER – Due to the scope and size of library activities, the library positions 

are limited at this time. Please contact the library for information regarding volunteer 

opportunities.

¨ FINANCIAL SUPPORTER EXCLUSIVELY -  You will still receive the newsletter, but are not 

interested in being an active volunteer. 

Please fill out Membership and Renewal Form, include check and return to the library or mail to

FOSL, P. O. Box 278, Shepherdstown WV 25443  
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